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good health, and as soon as it was announced that Longwood was ready to receive him, then it was urged that the jailers wished to compel him to go against his will, that they desired to push their authority to the utmost, that the smell of the paint at Longwood was very disagreeable, etc. Napoleon himself was quite ready to go, and seemed much vexed when Count Bert rand and General Gourgaud arrived from Longwood with the intelligence that the place was as yet uninhabitable. His displeasure, however, was much more seriously excited by tho appearance of Count Montholon with the information that all was ready at Longwood within a few minutes after receiving the contrary accounts from Bertrand and Gourgaud. He probably perceived that he was trifled with by his attendants, who endeavored to make him believe that which suited their own convenience. We may also remark that the systematic opposition which was carried to such a great length against Sir Hudson Lowe had begun during the stay of Admiral Cock-burn. His visits wore refused; he was accused of caprice, arrogam'.e, and impertinence, and he was nicknamed "the Shark " by Napoleon himself; his own calmness alone probably prevented more violent ebullitions.
The, wooden house, arrived at last, and the Governor waited on Napoleon to consult with him how and where it should be eree.t.ed. Las Cases, who heard the', dispute in an adjoining room, says that it was long and clamorous.1 He gives the details in Napoleon's own words, and we have here the advantage of comparing his statement with the account transmitted by Sir Hudson Lowe to the British Government, dated 17th May, 1.810. The, two ac.eounts vary but little. Napoleon admits that he was thrown <juite out of temper, thai. h<* ree.eived the. Governor with his stormy countenance, looked furiously at him, and made no reply to his information of the arrival of the house but by-a, significant look. He told, him that his wanted nothing, nor would receive anything at; his hands ; that he supposed he was to be put to death by poison or the sword ; the poison would be difficult to
1 AMnurUtl, tomo Hi. pp. SiM-IWW.    Forsyte's Lowe, vol. i. p. 171.